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Analysis of Leadership of Imam Khomeini (RA) in the
Holy Defense with an Emphasis on Sociology of Emotions

Z. Ghafari, E. Arefi

Abstract

This article analyzes the management and leadership of Imam Khomeini during the holy
defense period. In this regard, the author attempts to express the management and
leadership of Imam Khomeini in the holy defense inspired by the views of the sociology
of emotion, given that this area believes that the formation of active action against the
present situation will be cmpleted by turning Anti-Basij emotions, like fear, into Basij-
like emotions, like anger and emotional liberation. And now, in this paper, using
qualitative techniques of document analysis, we have tried to answer the question, “how
could Imam Khomeini manage to mobilize the people against the Ba'ath regime during

the period of the Holy Defense”?

In this regard, Imam Khomeini's speeches, letters and statements are collected from his
Sahifeh. The findings of this study show that Imam Khomeini could manage the
emotions of the people by identifying the aggressive face of Iraq and infusing the
mobilizing emotions and fighting the anti-Basij. To do so, he employed ways including:
creating a sense of hatred against the aggressor, creating a spirit of resistance,
strengthening people’s confidence, building empathy and solidarity, utilizing the
symbolic rituals, recognizing and denigrating, and denying loyalty to the Ba'ath regime.
As a result, he could manage to turn anti-Basij emotions into Basij-Like emotions. This
led to people’s mobilization against Iraq and participation in the holy defence.

Keywords: Imam Khomeini (RA), holy defense, sociology of emotions, leadership,
mobilization.
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