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Explanation of Imam Khomeini’s Leadership Style During
the Eight Years of Sacred Defense

S. H. Rahimian Koloor, M. Nattagh Poor

Abstract

Imam Khomeini was the greatest Marja and the only religious jurist who could
led a long exhausting war in the position of commander in chief. Imam
Khomeini’s leadership style has, undoubtedly, a framework, systems and
comprehensive whole. His ideas were derived from his thinking in diverse areas
including mysticism, philosophy, jurisprudence and theology. According to the
epistemological foundations of the Imam Khomeini, he used different major
methods. For example, in the theological issues, he used theological
methodology, in philosophical discussions, he used philosophical methodology,
in defensive discussions, and he used jurisprudential practices. The point is,
which of these areas do the leadership issues belong to? Or what features did
Imam Khomeini’s leadership possess against enemies? And to what extent had
these features been effective in his leadership success?

Going through the literature of studies in Imam Khomeini's works and life, and
political-defensive thoughts, and management style, and according to variables
of his leadership style in eight years of sacred defense, major features of Imam
Khomeini's leadership style can be identified as follows:

1- In Imam Khomeini's leadership style, in addition to the jurisprudential style,
all four management styles such as commanding style, advisory style,
participatory style, and delegating style (growth) can be seen.

2- Imam’s attention to duty-centeredness was eminent in decision-making.

3- Imam Khomeini, with the aim of practical response to the attacks of the
enemy and the defense of the honor of Islam through promoting a spirit of
defending in Iran, emphasized the effective mobilization of the bulk of the
people to be prepared for the glory of the Islamic homeland and the
consolidation of the high position of the Iran in the arena of history.

4- Imam Khomeini was an elevated person with extensive knowledge of the
secrets and techniques of statecraft. He could largely prevent any failure for the
country by using his experience to organize against the enemies of Iran and
establish revolutionary and defensive organizations.

5- He had a deep knowledge of political and hostile moves against Islam and
Iran and made decisions based on his thorough domination on domestic,
regional and international issues.

Keywords: The Leadership Style, Imam Khomeini, Scared Defense
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